“Time flies.”  Have you caught your breath yet?  It seems like just yesterday everyone was rushing around preparing for the holidays.  If you walk into your favorite department store this week you were probably greeted with big sales on winter coats next to displays of bathing suits!  The other day I overheard a mother at a check-out counter trying hard to redirect her little girl’s insistent request for Easter candy.
I’m a “lectionary preacher”, for the most part. This year the cyclical readings have moved us past the manger, the magi, Jesus visit to Jerusalem as a child, and his baptism.  Today’s Gospel reading places us at the wedding in Cana of Galilee. There are so many missing pieces to his life up to this point.  Some scholars say he may have been part of the Qumran community.  This is the devout religious community we associate the Dead Sea Scrolls.  Other scholars say that because he was the eldest son of Mary, and that Joseph was a carpenter, therefore he would have taken on his father’s business.  But then, we know by the age of twelve he already says, “Did you not know I must be about my Father’s business?” referring of course to God. (Luke 2:41-52),
There are certain things we do know at this point.  Jesus is about thirty years old.  .  His cousin, John, has baptized Jesus and acknowledges him as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  (John 1:29)  And he has a deep awareness of God and sense of his unique calling.
Jesus has already begun to recruit his disciples.  Verse two states that Mary was invited to the wedding and “Jesus and his disciples had also been invited….”  In Jesus’ day a virgin was married on Wednesday and a widow was married on Thursday.  Scripture says this was the third day, a Tuesday!  Since wedding feasts could go on for as long as a week, this just may have been the winding down of last week’s wedding.  This would certainly explain why the host was running out of wine! (
Here’s another interesting twist.  Frank Sheldon has been an outspoken supporter of MICAP – Michigan Interfaith Council on Alcohol Problems.  Mr. Sheldon felt that the changing of water into wine at the wedding of Cana is a misconception.  Christ would not intentionally create an addictive substance.  Indeed, God is incapable of creating evil; therefore it is not in God’s character to create wine or alcohol.  Is the fault then in the wine and its creator, or the person who consumes too much wine?
But our issue here this morning isn’t alcoholism.  What would seem the greater problem with this scripture is the danger of reversing the miracle by turning wine into water!  We are always in danger of domesticating Jesus and thus deny him the freedom to challenge and bless us.
The miracle of the water into wine is one of the most memorable miracles in the Bible.  C. S. Lewis shares his view in his book Miracles.  He feels that the activity God displays throughout creation is a wholesale activity.  What happens at Cana is the very same activity that happens daily, but at a different speed and on a smaller scale.  When we see the personal power of Christ on this small scale, we can glimpse the same thing done on the grander scale.

God creates the vine and teaches it to draw up water by its roots and with the aid of the sun, turns the water into juice within the grape, which when fermented, takes on certain qualities.  Thus from the beginning of creation, God turns water into wine.  Christ did nothing more miraculous than to speed up the process.

David Copperfield is my favorite magician.  You might remember the television special that made the Statue of Liberty disappear or the Orient Express train.  Millions were eyewitnesses.

If you believe they really did “disappear”, it seems like a miracle, but miracles don’t happen before millions of witnesses.  Miracles can’t be controlled.  Miracles can’t be timed or planned like a movie stunt or a magician’s sleight of hand.  You can’t schedule a miracle for prime time TV or demand one to happen.  If we were planning a miracle we certainly wouldn’t do it in the middle of the night, in the middle of a lake, with a small group of dead-tired half-witted friends as our only witnesses like Jesus did when he walked on the water.
We humans are obsessed with controlling things.  We try to control our aging with cosmetics, our crops with fertilizers and pesticides, our food industry by altering genetics, our comfort with furnaces and air conditioners run by power plants which also light the night sky to the point of making the stars disappear through light pollution.  We try to control our economics, our families, our environment….  But miracles cannot be controlled or duplicated on demand.  What happened at the wedding is a miracle.
Another fascinating aspect of this story is the reaction of the steward of the feast, the headwaiter.  He is amazed and declares his amazement to the bridegroom, who in this case is footing the bill for the festivities.  “Everyone serves the good wine first; and when guests have drunk freely, then the poor wine; but you have kept the choice wine until now.”  You can almost see the wedding planner in the movie Father of the Bride flitting around and saying, “You sly devil you.  This wine is wonderful!  Where did you get it?”
With most of us the best usually comes first.  We dress up, put on our best manners, and hope others will not find out how empty and needy we really are.  The first impression is usually the lasting impression.  We clean up the living room and hope no one will notice the unmade beds or the basement where we shoved all our messes to be cleaned up.

When my girls were little they cleaned my bedroom for me one day when I wasn’t feeling well.  What a surprise and delight!  I hadn’t asked them to do it.  Everything looked perfect.  The dresser was in order, the bed was made, and there were no shoes or cloths lying around.  What a cause for praise.  Later that evening I discovered they had made the bed and shoved everything else under it!  (
Good first impressions are not the way our Lord works.  With Jesus, the best comes at the end!  The Old Testament passage for today is from Isaiah and speaks of Israel’s redemption.  You will no longer be called “forsaken”, but you will be called “my delight is in her” and your land will be called “married”.  We are desolate without Christ, like a bride who has been forsaken at the altar by her groom.  Without God’s action to suffering humanity, we struggle under our feeble attempts at being good, perfect, and righteous.  Only when God acts on behalf of humanity is it possible to call the people “no longer forsaken”.  God has saved the best to last.  We are surprised and delighted to find that God really does care!
Jesus is hesitant to turn the water into wine telling his mother, “Why do you involve me.  My time has not yet come.”  If God were to always put the miracle first, and not at the moment of need, we would never recognize it as miracle but mere expected routine.
The reign of God has begun.  Christ, the living water, becomes the cup of the Eucharist – Holy Communion, poured out for us in festive celebration.  What we learn about God today is that God is in the everyday rituals of life.  Yes, God cares about the pain and suffering of the world, but God also cares about the routine and the ritual of daily living…births, baptisms, weddings, celebrations, food, family, and friends.  God cares about life and provides life abundantly.  God is powerful enough to control the universe and gentle enough to give us our own time to mature and grow closer in our understanding.  
Think back over your life, think of an example of when you felt God’s presence clearly with you.  This may have been during a tragic time in your life or it may have been one of those “mountain top” experiences of joy.  What we see as we look at our examples is that God’s presence doesn’t usually come during worship or at a designated church event.  God doesn’t wait for 9:00 or 11:00 on Sunday morning to work miracles or reveal His presence.  Sometimes we might even miss it!  John says that the head steward didn’t know what was happening, but the servants did.  What fun it must have been to watch miracle happen. 
Jesus doesn’t “fix” the problem of no more wine; he changes something ordinary into something extraordinary.  During a church coffee fellowship some of the people had a discussion about this Gospel text and whether they really believed Jesus turned the water into wine.  Many offered different thoughts, until one man said, “I believe it absolutely!  Before I found Jesus, I was an alcoholic.  In my house, Jesus turned wine into bread and whiskey into furniture.”

There are two obvious applications of the water into wine miracle for our lives.  The first is to remind us that faith is practical.  It is as concerned about the dinner table as it is the communion table, about our daily bread as it is the forgiveness of sins.  Christ is the Lord of pots and pans, as he is the Lord of the altar.  Christ cares about our physical and emotional needs as well as our spiritual needs.

The second application concerns the Kingdom joy.  When we encounter Christ and are claimed by his love we are “surprised by joy”.  It doesn’t matter what you run out of.  He is able to supply all your needs according to his riches in glory.  (Phil, 4:19)  Jesus comes into our lives at our deepest point of need and says, “I have what you need.  You lack faith?  I will give that to you.  You lack holiness and feel bound by sin?  I will break the chains for you and clothe you in my righteousness.  You’ve run out of peace of mind and feel overwhelmed by problems?  My peace I give to you.  Peace, not as the world gives but my peace.”  No matter what you’ve run out of, or what you lack, Jesus Christ is more than able to supply your needs.
A little boy appearing on a variety show was asked by the host, “Do you go to Sunday school?”  “Yes,” the boy replied.  “And what are you learning in Sunday school?” the host asked.  After a short pause the boy replied, “Last Sunday we heard a story about how Jesus turned water into wine at a wedding.”  “And what did you learn from that story?” the host asked.  After thinking a bit more the boy said, “Well, if you’re going to have a wedding, make sure Jesus is there.”
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